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NOTE. 
Tue Peasant CANTATA was written and performed in 1742 as an act 
of homage to Carl Heinrich von Dieskau on his becoming “ Lord of 
the Manor.” The libretto, supplied by Picander, deals with the 
rejoicing of the villagers and their congratulations and good wishes 
to the new laird and his wife. Many folk-melodies are introduced, 


and most of the numbers are based on merry country dance-tunes. 


In the original version, owing no doubt to the limitations of the 
special occasion, only two voices are used, the opening and _ final 
numbers being duets. |The new version has been arranged for two 


soloists and chorus, and in this form should prove an acceptable 


addition to the repertoire of choral societies. 


Time of performance - about 45 minutes. 
No charge is made for performing this work as a Cantata. The 
additions in small notes will be found to add considerably to the 


effectiveness of the work when performed as an Operetta. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR STAGE PERFORMANCE. 


Village Scene. Spring Time. Peasant Costumes. 


Tue Solo parts may be divided between two Sopranos and _ three 
Baritones as follows :—Ist Soprano, Nos. 3, 13, 14, 21 ; 2nd Soprano, 
Nos. 7, 8, 9, 17, 23; Ist Baritone, Nos. 3, 9, 15, 19, 20, 21; 2nd 
Baritone, Nos. 5, 6; 3rd Baritone, Nos. I1, 12, 23. 


In addition to the simpler movements by the Chorus, a selected 


number of dancers may take part in Nos. 4, 8, 18 and 20, and the 


Preludes and Interludes of Nos. 10 and 14. 


The Ballet, music for which has been selected from Bach’s works 
and arranged for small orchestra, may come either after No. 21 or 
after the final chorus. The music for the Ballet will be found in 
‘Dance Movements from Bach,” ; first 7 numbers. 


Time of performance, with Ballet, about one hour. 


A small fee is charged for Stage Performances. 


Overture. 
Chorus. 

Reeit. 

Chorus. 

Recit. 

Aria. (Bass.) 
Reeit. 

Aria. (Soprano:) 
Recit. 

Chorus. 

Reeit. 

Aria. (Bass.) 
Recit. | 
Aria. ( Soprano.) 
Recit. 

Chorus. 

Recit. 

Chorus. (Female Voices.) 
Reeit. 


Aria. ( Bass.) 
Recit. 

Chorus. (Male Voices} 
Recit. 

Chorus. 


Index. 


Good neighbours all. 
Come, Kitty. 

Spring comes laughing. 
Our master we all respect. 


Of the factor you had best beware. 


Enough of him! 
Happy is the land. 


Our master thinks of old and young. 


Good cause have we. 

And now I ask you all. 
Fifty florins seem a lot. 
One moment, please! 

Of flowers the fairest. 
Thank goodness that is over. 


If fortune had made me the master. 


And I were the lady so fair. 
Hey derry, down derry. 
Perhaps you're right! 


Good fellows, be merry. 


And now I think we’ve had enough. 


And now’tis time to go. 
Lead on! I follow. 


‘Now let us to the bagpipes sound. 


The Peasant Cantata. 
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No.4. Chorus “Spring comes laughing” 45 gacu. 
; Arranged by H.E. BAKER 
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* 4t this point the male chorus may joinin with the same words and melody as the previous nine bars. 
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Doctor Faustus - J. M. Diack 
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Gather ye rosebuds - - A. Collingwood 
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